
On Thursday, October 13th, Nicaraguan national Melvin Ariel Calero Mendoza, 39,
passed away while in custody of ICE. He had been at this facility for the past six
months. The cause of death is not known at the time and there is an autopsy pending. 

Congressman Jason Crow shared the following sentiment:
“I join our community in mourning the loss of life at the GEO Group’s immigration
detention facility in Aurora last week. Our thoughts are with Mr. Ariel Calero-Mendoza’s
family and friends as they deal with this difficult news.

Since joining Congress, I have used all tools at my disposal to perform oversight of this
facility. As soon as my office became aware of this tragedy, we immediately sought more
information. As I continue regular oversight, I will see to it that proper protocol is followed.”

Further, Congressman Crow sent a letter with Senators Bennet and Hickenlooper
requesting that DHS OIG and ICE OPR independently investigate Mr. Calero-Mendoza’s
death and make the results of the investigations publicly available. Full text of the
letter is available here.

https://crow.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/crow.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/2022.10.21-final-icedhs-letter_0.pdf


Female: 
Male: 
Nonbinary: 
Prefer not to say: 

Number of people currently cohorted/quarantined due to sickness: 

Number of people most recently formally counted in the facility: 

Date: 

Requested by: 

Transmitted by: 

Were electronic files sent?   

 FORMAL COUNTS: 2.8 V. A. 
How many people were most recently formally counted in this facility? 

How many people are currently being cohorted/quarantined due to sickness? 

How many people formally counted in this facility identify as the following gender? 

______________________________________________________ 
DAY                                   MONTH                                   YEAR 

______________________________________________________ 
NAME                                                                 POSITION 

______________________________________________________ 
NAME                                                                 POSITION
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How many people have left the facility this week? 

Daily Kitchen Opening and Closing Checklists: 

Daily Foods Production Service Records: 

Temperature Logs: 

Law and Leisure Library Logs: 

Medical Staffing Update: 

How many people are currently being housed in the Annex? 

How many people and where did those who left the facility go? 

How many people were brought into the facility this week? 

How many people formally counted in this facility identify as transgender? 

Released into community: 

Formally removed from the United States: 

Moved to another facility: 

Other _____________: 

Number of people who left the facility this week: 

Number of people brought into the facility this week: 

Number of people who are being housed in the Annex: 

Number of people that identify as transgender: 
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*All reports concerning infectious disease are confirmed with the Tri-County Health Department and/or the Aurora Fire Department

DOCUMENTS RECIEVED:

Individuals Housed in GEO Facility:  

ICE Detainees:
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SUPPLEMENTAL NOTES:
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This past Thursday, October 13th, Nicaraguan national Melvin Ariel Calero Medonza, 39,
passed away at the University of Colorado Hospital. He had been in custody at this facility
for the past six months. The cause of death is not known at the time and there is an
autopsy pending.

Visit to Facility:
On Thursday, October 13th, Congressman Crow toured the facility alongside staffers
Alejandra Garza and Alejandra Zepeda. They saw the medical wing, a housing pod, the
law library, which is currently under renovations and the intake area. ICE Officer in
Charge Chris Jones led the tour.

The request for information was made on October 13, 2022. Electronic files were
received on October 13, 2022. The population counts are current as of 10/12/22.

Kitchen Documents:
Opening/Closing checklists and Menus were provided. See attached documents.

Medical:
Johnny Choate, the Facility Administrator, provided the following update on medical
staffing:
1 Health Service Administrator
1 Medical Doctor
2 Physicians Assistants (PA's)
2 Dentists
1 Dental Assistant
3 Medical Records Clerks
8 RN's
6 LPN's
2 Psychologists
1 LCSW
1 X-Ray Tech.
4 Tele-Psychiatrists
Staffing information is current as of 10/11/22.
No change in staffing level from the previous week.

Temperature Checks:
Logs provided, see attached documents.

Law Library:
Logs are not attached to protect the personal identifying information of detainees. Usage
of the law library ranged from one (1) person to nine (9) people at each provided
opportunity. Dorms that did not use the library were either empty, new intake, on 



Version 1.4

Green facilities do not need to test detainees prior to transfer/release -- yellow or
red must
Positive and symptomatic detainees are not transferred
Positive but asymptomatic detainees may be transferred

Green facilities isolate those who test positive for 10 days post-test date
(asymptomatic) 

They also isolate those who are symptomatic for 10 days with an improvement
of symptoms and no fever
Detainees who test negative at intake are not isolated

Yellow or red facilities follow the above-described process but also quarantine
detainees who test negative for 10 days post-test date.

restriction, or detainees refused to use, per provided logs. Logs are current as of
10/8/22.

COVID-19 Updates:
Per the facility, there were no new cases amongst the GEO staff and ICE staff. They
reported no new cases among ICE detainees and other GEO detainees. Official COVID-
19 statistics for "ICE Detainees Under COVID-19 Monitoring" were provided by ICE
staff and are current as of 10/12/22.

Statistics for "Total Individuals House in GEO facility" & "GEO Staff" are verified by the
Aurora Fire Department. The count is current as of 10/14/22.
 
The ICE/GEO Detention Center in Aurora is operating under level "yellow" for COVID-
19, as of 10/14/22. This is the same ranking the facility had the previous week. 

All ICE facilities are rated green, yellow, or red depending on factors including the
county’s CDC risk assessment – a rating that can change weekly. 

All detainees are tested upon arrival at an ICE facility. 

 
























