Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515
June 11, 2025

The Honorable Daniel P. Driscoll
Secretary of the Army

101 Army Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20310

Dear Secretary Driscoll,

We are excited to celebrate the upcoming 250th anniversary of the United States Army. Since its
founding on June 14, 1775, the Army has served as a bedrock of American strength—defending
liberty and responding to crises around the world. As Members of Congress, we join the nation
in honoring this extraordinary legacy and the soldiers who uphold it.

We fully support commemorating the Army’s founding. However, the size, scope, and execution
of the upcoming 250th Birthday Parade in Washington, D.C., raise serious concerns, at a time
when the Army faces severe budget constraints, and the Trump administration is supposedly
focused on reducing unnecessary government spending. Given President Trump’s longstanding
personal desire for a military parade, we have important questions about the pressure that may
have been put on the Army to plan a far more militaristic parade with greater cost and
operational impact than the Army would have independently chosen.

We also have important questions regarding the cost, funding, operational justification, and the
treatment of participating troops. Cutting costs at the margin by not serving soldiers hot meals,
while sending dozens of unnecessary armored vehicles, does not prioritize the troops and is
irresponsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars. A celebration of this magnitude must reflect our
principles: respect for service, fiscal responsibility, and a clear-eyed view of readiness.

To that end, we request your response to the following:

Funding Sources
e What is the total estimated cost of the parade?
¢ What is the estimated cost for each unit participating? Please provide sources of funding
for personnel transportation, lodging, meals, equipment transport, and other associated
costs for each participating unit.

Troop Accommodation
¢  Why are soldiers being housed on cots in federal office buildings instead of standard
military or contracted lodging? How much money does this save compared to housing
them in hotels?
*  Why are soldiers being provided MREs for breakfast and lunch, with only one hot dinner
meal each day?
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¢ How much money is the Army saving by only having one hot meal per day as opposed to
three?
Readiness Impact
e Are any of the participating units currently preparing for, or recently returned from, an
operational deployment?
* What measures are being taken to ensure that participation in this event does not disrupt
training schedules, pre-deployment certification, or force availability?

Use of Heavy Equipment
*  Who requested or ordered the inclusion of tanks and other heavy armored vehicles in the
parade? When was this request made, and what were the details of the request?
* What operational or ceremonial purpose does the participation of 24 of the same vehicle
serve, as opposed to including just two or four of each vehicle type?
¢ How much of the total cost of the parade is due to the requirements associated with
including these armored vehicles?

Infrastructure and Mitigation
e What steps are being taken to predict and prevent potential damage to roads and other
infrastructure in Washington, D.C.?
e Has the Army assessed the cost of any potential damage, and who will bear those costs?
¢ Will the Army conduct the repairs? If yes, how quickly do you expect to be able to do so?

White House Involvement
¢ Has the White House played any role in the planning or direction of this event? If so,
please provide a detailed description of the extent and nature of that involvement.

This anniversary should unite the country around the shared sacrifice and service of our military
—not distract from the Army’s core mission or become a partisan spectacle. We ask that your
office provide answers to the above questions and share any relevant planning materials,

budget justifications, and interagency communications by June 26", 2025.

Thank you for your leadership, and for your continued commitment to the men and women of
the United States Army.

Sincerely,

SETH MOULTON son Crow
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Chrissy Foulahan
Member of Congress
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Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress
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Dina Titus
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Marc A. Vesasef \
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr/
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Mike Quigley
Member of CongéeSs
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William R. Keating
Member of Congress
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Henry C. "Hank/" Johnson, J1.
Member of Congress
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Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress
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Sean Casten
Member of Congress
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Greg Stanton
Member of Congress
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Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress




