
October 25, 2023

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker of the House
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson,

As Members of the Gun Violence Prevention Task Force, we write with a somber update about 
the lives lost to gun violence while the U.S. Congress has been paralyzed without an elected 
Speaker of the House. 

Gun violence is the leading cause of death for children and teenagers in America. Parents across 
our country now live with the reality that if their child dies, the most common reason for that 
death is not because of cancer or a car crash, but a bullet. 

Since former Speaker McCarthy was removed from his leadership role on October 3rd 1,030 
people have died from gun violence including 15 children and 60 teenagers. Another 2,072 
people were injured by gun violence and our country was traumatized by 33 more mass 
shootings. 

Although we can never get back the time that was wasted by the chaos caused by the lack of 
leadership in the House of Representatives, we must not let that dysfunction prevent us from 
working together to address the gun violence crisis moving forward. We suggest that the House 
first start by considering the numerous gun violence prevention bills that are supported by a 
majority of Democrats, Independents and Republicans. 

The Gun Violence Prevention Task Force sent multiple letters to former Speaker McCarthy with 
the earnest request that the House take action on gun violence which is the largest killer of 
children. As you assume the responsibility of Speaker of the House, we stand ready to work with
you on legislation that will reduce gun violence and urge you to commit to putting gun violence 
prevention legislation on the floor as soon as possible.

Sincerely,



Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress



Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Raúl M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress



Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Brian Higgins
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress



André Carson
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress



Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress



Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Marcy Kaptur
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Nancy Pelosi
Member of Congress



Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Anna G. Eshoo
Member of Congress

Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress


