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March 18, 2025  
 
To Whom it May Concern,  
 
RE: Letter of Support for the Flashover Simulator 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the City of Aurora FY2026 Congressionally Directed Spending 
Request for a fire ladder truck. The City urgently needs a ladder truck to address critical operational and safety 
concerns arising from the age of the city’s reserve flee. A well-equipped and modernized fire department 
strengthens regional emergency response capabilities by enabling more coordinated and efficient mutual aid 
between municipalities. With a new ladder truck, the Aurora Fire Department would be better positioned to 
assist neighboring communities during large-scale emergencies, whether in mutual fire response or disaster 
management and the continued growth of Aurora.  
 
Aurora’s rapid expansion, along with new urban building codes that allow for higher-density developments, has 
significantly increased the demand for enhanced firefighting capabilities. Taller buildings and denser 
populations create more complex fire scenarios, making it essential to have modern, efficient equipment to 
ensure the safety of both residents and first responders. 
 
The addition of a new ladder truck would replace aging vehicles, improve emergency response in high-density 
and vertical structures, and bolster overall operational readiness. A well-equipped and modernized fire 
department strengthens regional emergency response capabilities by enabling more coordinated and efficient 
mutual aid between municipalities. With a new ladder truck, the Aurora Fire Department would be better 
positioned to assist neighboring communities during large-scale emergencies, whether in mutual fire response 
or disaster management. 

 
Respectively,  

 
Mike Coffman Steve Sundberg Crystal Murillo 
Mayor Mayor Pro Tem, Ward II Ward I 

 
 

 
 

Ruben Medina Stephanie Hancock Angela Lawson 
Ward III Ward IV Ward V 

 
Françoise Bergan Alison Combs Curtis Gardner 
Ward VI At-Large At-Large 
 
 
 
Danielle Jurinsky Amsalu Kassaw 
At-Large At-Large 
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